
 

 
 

EVENSONG 17 MARCH 2024 

Collect  
Most merciful God, who by the death and 

resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: grant that 

by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his 
victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever.  

First reading: Psalm 139: 1-18  
O Lord, you have searched me and known 

me. 
You know when I sit down and when I rise 
up; 

   you discern my thoughts from far away. 
You search out my path and my lying 

down, 
   and are acquainted with all my ways. 
Even before a word is on my tongue, 

   O Lord, you know it completely. 
You hem me in, behind and before, 

   and lay your hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
   it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

Where can I go from your spirit? 
   Or where can I flee from your presence? 

If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
   if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
If I take the wings of the morning 

   and settle at the farthest limits of the 
sea, 

even there your hand shall lead me, 
   and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover 

me, 
   and the light around me become night’, 

even the darkness is not dark to you; 
   the night is as bright as the day, 

   for darkness is as light to you. 
For it was you who formed my inward 
parts; 

   you knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. 

I praise you, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made. 
   Wonderful are your works; 

that I know very well. 
   My frame was not hidden from you, 

when I was being made in secret, 
   intricately woven in the depths of the 

earth. 
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 

In your book were written 
   all the days that were formed for me, 

   when none of them as yet existed. 
How weighty to me are your thoughts, 
O God! 

   How vast is the sum of them! 
I try to count them—they are more than 

the sand; 
   I come to the end—I am still with you. 

Second reading: 2 Corinthians 11:16 – 

12: 10 
I repeat, let no one think that I am a fool; 
but if you do, then accept me as a fool, so 

that I too may boast a little. What I am 
saying in regard to this boastful confidence, 

I am saying not with the Lord’s authority, 
but as a fool; since many boast according 
to human standards, I will also boast. For 

you gladly put up with fools, being wise 
yourselves! For you put up with it when 

someone makes slaves of you, or preys 
upon you, or takes advantage of you, or 
puts on airs, or gives you a slap in the 

face. To my shame, I must say, we were 
too weak for that! 

But whatever anyone dares to boast of—I 
am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast 
of that. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are 

they Israelites? So am I. Are they 
descendants of Abraham? So am I. Are 

they ministers of Christ? I am talking like a 
madman—I am a better one: with far 
greater labours, far more imprisonments, 

with countless floggings, and often near 
death. Five times I have received from the 

Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three 
times I was beaten with rods. Once I 

received a stoning. Three times I was 
shipwrecked; for a night and a day I was 
adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in 

danger from rivers, danger from bandits, 
danger from my own people, danger from 

Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the 
wilderness, danger at sea, danger from 
false brothers and sisters; in toil and 

hardship, through many a sleepless night, 
hungry and thirsty, often without food, cold 

and naked. And, besides other things, I am 
under daily pressure because of my anxiety 
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for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am 
not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I 

am not indignant? 
If I must boast, I will boast of the things 

that show my weakness. The God and 
Father of the Lord Jesus (blessed be he for 
ever!) knows that I do not lie. In 

Damascus, the governor under King Aretas 
set a guard on the city of Damascus in 

order to seize me, but I was let down in a 
basket through a window in the wall, and 
escaped from his hands. 

It is necessary to boast; nothing is to be 
gained by it, but I will go on to visions and 

revelations of the Lord. I know a person in 
Christ who fourteen years ago was caught 

up to the third heaven—whether in the 
body or out of the body I do not know; God 
knows. And I know that such a person—

whether in the body or out of the body I do 
not know; God knows— was caught up into 

Paradise and heard things that are not to 
be told, that no mortal is permitted to 
repeat. On behalf of such a one I will boast, 

but on my own behalf I will not boast, 
except of my weaknesses. But if I wish to 

boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be 
speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so 
that no one may think better of me than 

what is seen in me or heard from me, even 
considering the exceptional character of the 

revelations. Therefore, to keep me from 
being too elated, a thorn was given to me 
in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to 

torment me, to keep me from being too 
elated. Three times I appealed to the Lord 

about this, that it would leave me, but he 
said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, 
for power is made perfect in weakness.’ So, 

I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 

may dwell in me. Therefore I am content 
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities for the sake of 

Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am 
strong. 

Third reading: Genesis 28: 11-19  

in place of the Gospel  
He came to a certain place and stayed 

there for the night, because the sun had 
set. Taking one of the stones of the place, 

he put it under his head and lay down in 
that place. And he dreamed that there was 

a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it 
reaching to heaven; and the angels of God 

were ascending and descending on it. And 
the Lord stood beside him and said, ‘I am 
the Lord, the God of Abraham your father 

and the God of Isaac; the land on which 
you lie I will give to you and to your 

offspring; and your offspring shall be like 
the dust of the earth, and you shall spread 
abroad to the west and to the east and to 

the north and to the south; and all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed in you 

and in your offspring. Know that I am with 
you and will keep you wherever you go, 

and will bring you back to this land; for I 
will not leave you until I have done what I 
have promised you.’ Then Jacob woke from 

his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in 
this place—and I did not know it!’ And he 

was afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this 
place! This is none other than the house of 

God, and this is the gate of heaven.’ 

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he 
took the stone that he had put under his 

head and set it up for a pillar and poured 
oil on the top of it. He called that place 

Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at 

the first. 

The Anthem:  O nata lux (Tallis) 

O nata lux de lumine, Jesu redemptor 

saeculi, 

Dignare clemens supplicum Laudes 

precesque sumere. 

Qui carne quondam contegi Dignatus es pro 

perditis, 

Nos membra confer effici Tui beati corporis. 

O Light born of Light, Jesus, redeemer of 

the world,  

Mercifully deign to accept the praises and 

prayers of your suppliants. 

O you who once deigned to be hidden in 

flesh on behalf of the lost, grant us to be 

made members of your blessed body. 
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